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Have you ever come across a research paper and found yourself scratching your head over complex synonyms and unfamiliar terms? It’s a hassle as you have to fetch a dictionary and then ruffle through it to find the meaning of the terms. To avoid that, an exclusive section called ‘Definition of Terms in a Research Paper’ is introduced which contains
the definitions of terms used in the paper. Let us learn more about it in this article. What Is The “Definition Of Terms” In A Research Paper? The definition of terms section in a research paper provides a clear and concise explanation of key concepts, variables, and terminology used throughout the study. In the definition of terms section, researchers
typically provide precise definitions for specific technical terms, acronyms, jargon, and any other domain-specific vocabulary used in their work. This section enhances the overall quality and rigor of the research by establishing a solid foundation for communication and understanding. Purpose Of Definition Of Terms In A Research Paper This section
aims to ensure that readers have a common understanding of the terminology employed in the research, eliminating confusion and promoting clarity. The definitions provided serve as a reference point for readers, enabling them to comprehend the context and scope of the study. It serves several important purposes: Enhancing clarity Establishing a
shared language Providing a reference point Setting the scope and context Ensuring consistency Benefits Of Having A Definition Of Terms In A Research Paper Having a definition of terms section in a research paper offers several benefits that contribute to the overall quality and effectiveness of the study. These benefits include: Clarity And
Comprehension Clear definitions enable readers to understand the specific meanings of key terms, concepts, and variables used in the research. This promotes clarity and enhances comprehension, ensuring that readers can follow the study’s arguments, methods, and findings more easily. Consistency And Precision Definitions provide a consistent
framework for the use of terminology throughout the research paper. By clearly defining terms, researchers establish a standard vocabulary, reducing ambiguity and potential misunderstandings. This precision enhances the accuracy and reliability of the study’s findings. Common Understanding The definition of terms section helps establish a shared
understanding among readers, including those from different disciplines or with varying levels of familiarity with the subject matter. It ensures that readers approach the research with a common knowledge base, facilitating effective communication and interpretation of the results. Avoiding Misinterpretation Without clear definitions, readers may
interpret terms and concepts differently, leading to misinterpretation of the research findings. By providing explicit definitions, researchers minimize the risk of misunderstandings and ensure that readers grasp the intended meaning of the terminology used in the study. Accessibility For Diverse Audiences Research papers are often read by a wide
range of individuals, including researchers, students, policymakers, and professionals. Having a definition of terms in a research paper helps the diverse audience understand the concepts better and make appropriate decisions. Types Of Definitions There are several types of definitions that researchers can employ in a research paper, depending on
the context and nature of the study. Here are some common types of definitions: Lexical Definitions Lexical definitions provide the dictionary or commonly accepted meaning of a term. They offer a concise and widely recognized explanation of a word or concept. Lexical definitions are useful for establishing a baseline understanding of a term,
especially when dealing with everyday language or non-technical terms. Operational Definitions Operational definitions define a term or concept about how it is measured or observed in the study. These definitions specify the procedures, instruments, or criteria used to operationalize an abstract or theoretical concept. Operational definitions help
ensure clarity and consistency in data collection and measurement. Conceptual Definitions Conceptual definitions provide an abstract or theoretical understanding of a term or concept within a specific research context. They often involve a more detailed and nuanced explanation, exploring the underlying principles, theories, or models that inform the
concept. Conceptual definitions are useful for establishing a theoretical framework and promoting deeper understanding. Descriptive Definitions Descriptive definitions describe a term or concept by providing characteristics, features, or attributes associated with it. These definitions focus on outlining the essential qualities or elements that define the
term. Descriptive definitions help readers grasp the nature and scope of a concept by painting a detailed picture. Theoretical Definitions Theoretical definitions explain a term or concept based on established theories or conceptual frameworks. They situate the concept within a broader theoretical context, connecting it to relevant literature and
existing knowledge. Theoretical definitions help researchers establish the theoretical underpinnings of their study and provide a foundation for further analysis. Also read: Understanding What is Theoretical Framework Types Of Terms In research papers, various types of terms can be identified based on their nature and usage. Here are some
common types of terms: Key Term A key term is a term that holds significant importance or plays a crucial role within the context of a research paper. It is a term that encapsulates a core concept, idea, or variable that is central to the study. Key terms are often essential for understanding the research objectives, methodology, findings, and
conclusions. Technical Term Technical terms refer to specialized vocabulary or terminology used within a specific field of study. These terms are often precise and have specific meanings within their respective disciplines. Examples include “allele,” “hypothesis testing,” or “algorithm.” Legal Terms Legal terms are specific vocabulary used within the
legal field to describe concepts, principles, and regulations. These terms have particular meanings within the legal context. Examples include “defendant,” “plaintiff,” “due process,” or “jurisdiction.” Definitional Term A definitional term refers to a word or phrase that requires an explicit definition to ensure clarity and understanding within a
particular context. These terms may be technical, abstract, or have multiple interpretations. Career Privacy Term Career privacy term refers to a concept or idea related to the privacy of individuals in the context of their professional or occupational activities. It encompasses the protection of personal information, and confidential data, and the right
to control the disclosure of sensitive career-related details. Broad Term A broad term is a term that encompasses a wide range of related concepts, ideas, or objects. It has a broader scope and may encompass multiple subcategories or specific examples. Also read: Keywords In A Research Paper: The Importance Of The Right Choice Steps To Writing
Definitions Of Terms When writing the definition of terms section for a research paper, you can follow these steps to ensure clarity and accuracy: Step 1: Identify Key Terms Review your research paper and identify the key terms that require definition. These terms are typically central to your study, specific to your field or topic, or may have different
interpretations. Step 2: Conduct Research Conduct thorough research on each key term to understand its commonly accepted definition, usage, and any variations or nuances within your specific research context. Consult authoritative sources such as academic journals, books, or reputable online resources. Step 3: Craft Concise Definitions Based on
your research, craft concise definitions for each key term. Aim for clarity, precision, and relevance. Define the term in a manner that reflects its significance within your research and ensures reader comprehension. Step 4: Use Your Own Words Paraphrase the definitions in your own words to avoid plagiarism and maintain academic integrity. While
you can draw inspiration from existing definitions, rephrase them to reflect your understanding and writing style. Avoid directly copying from sources. Step 5: Provide Examples Or Explanations Consider providing examples, explanations, or context for the defined terms to enhance reader understanding. This can help illustrate how the term is
applied within your research or clarify its practical implications. Step 6: Order And Format Decide on the order in which you present the definitions. You can follow alphabetical order or arrange them based on their importance or relevance to your research. Use consistent formatting, such as bold or italics, to distinguish the defined terms from the
rest of the text. Step 7: Revise And Refine Review the definitions for clarity, coherence, and accuracy. Ensure that they align with your research objectives and are tailored to your specific study. Seek feedback from peers, mentors, or experts in your field to further refine and improve the definitions. Step 8: Include Proper Citations If you have drawn
ideas or information from external sources, remember to provide proper citations for those sources. This demonstrates academic integrity and acknowledges the original authors. Step 9: Incorporate The Section Into Your Paper Integrate the definition of terms section into your research paper, typically as an early section following the introduction.
Make sure it flows smoothly with the rest of the paper and provides a solid foundation for understanding the subsequent content. By following these steps, you can create a well-crafted and informative definition of terms section that enhances the clarity and comprehension of your research paper. In conclusion, the definition of terms in a research
paper plays a critical role by providing clarity, establishing a common understanding, and enhancing communication among readers. The definition of terms section is an essential component that contributes to the overall quality, rigor, and effectiveness of a research paper. Also read: Beyond The Main Text: The Value Of A Research Paper Appendix
Join Our Fast-Growing Community Of Users To Revolutionize Scientific Communication! Every individual needs a community to learn, grow, and nurture their hobbies, passions, and skills. But when you are a scientist, it becomes difficult to identify the right community that aligns with your goals, has like-minded professionals, and understands mutual
collaboration. If you are a scientist, looking for a great community, Mind the Graph is here. Join our fast-growing community of users to revolutionize scientific communication and build a healthy collaboration. Sign up for free. Start Creating With Mind the Graph Exclusive high quality content about effective visual communication in science. Not sure
how to write the Definition of Terms in a research paper? You're not alone. This section might seem simple, but it plays a huge role in keeping your readers on track. Whether you’re handling complex constructs or everyday words with unique meanings in your study, this is where you define them clearly and consistently. In this guide, we’ll break
down exactly how to write the Definition of Terms step by step, show you what to avoid, give you examples, and help you make this section strong, useful, and research-ready. The Definition of Terms is a section in Chapter 1 of a thesis or research paper. It clarifies key concepts, technical words, or context-specific terms used in your study. What It
Includes: Technical or academic terms Words with specific meaning in your study Abbreviations, acronyms, and jargon Variables or constructs you're measuring Why It Matters: Removes ambiguity from technical, local, or research-specific terms Helps readers understand the exact scope and meaning of your terms Clarifies variables and constructs
for better research accuracy Strengthens your foundation for theory, analysis, and methodology Define your terms in alphabetical order or by relevance. Keep each definition short, clear, and based on how it’s used in your study, not just a dictionary meaning. Check the following for possible terms to define: Title Statement of the Problem Research
Questions Objectives Hypotheses (if any) Research Instruments Conceptual/Theoretical Framework What to include: Technical terms used in your field Acronyms or abbreviations Constructs or variables Local, cultural, or field-specific terms Terms with multiple possible meanings Even everyday words like “performance”, “success”, or “social
support” may need defining if they’re central to your study. Use operational definitions, which means explaining how you are using each term in the context of your own study, not just what it means in general. Dictionary Style Operational Style“Stress is a state of mental or emotional strain.”“Stress in this study refers to the level of pressure
perceived by college students, as measured using the Perceived Stress Scale.” Other types of definitions to consider: Conceptual Definition - Theoretical meaning (from scholars) Operational Definition - How the term is measured/used in your research Use operational definitions as your default. You can include the conceptual meaning if needed. Pick
the format based on the number of terms and their relationship: A. Alphabetical List (Recommended) Clean, organized, easy to scan Ideal when you have 5 or more terms Write each term with its definition B. Paragraph Format Good for 2-3 terms that are closely related Use one paragraph per term Follow your university’s thesis manual or formatting
guide. [Term] (bold or italicized, based on your style guide):Definition written clearly and briefly, showing how the term is used in the context of your study. Include tools, time frame, units, or population if applicable. Example: Motivation in this study refers to the internal drive of Grade 10 students to complete schoolwork, as measured by their
responses to the 10-item Academic Motivation Questionnaire (AMQ). Step 5: Add Context Where Needed Don’t just define the term, define who, when, and how it applies. IncludeExamplesTimeframe“...during the second semester of SY 2024-2025”Population”...among senior high school students in urban public schools”Tool/Scale Used”...measured
using the Beck Anxiety Inventory (BAI)” Spell them out first, then give your study-specific meaning. Example: SPSS - Statistical Package for the Social Sciences. In this study, SPSS was used to compute correlation and regression analyses of the data collected. If you use terms from a local dialect, slang, or indigenous concepts, define them. Example:
“Bayanihan” - A Filipino term that in this study refers to communal support practices among rural farming communities. If you're adapting a scholarly definition (especially for constructs like self-esteem or resilience), briefly cite the author. Example: Resilience is defined following Masten (2001) as the ability of an individual to adapt positively
despite significant adversity. In this study, it was measured using the Connor-Davidson Resilience Scale. Make sure the definitions you use in Chapter 1 match the: Variables in Chapter 3 (Methodology), Tables and graphs in Chapter 4 (Results), Discussions in Chapter 5. One term = one definition. Don’t shift meanings mid-way. Ask: Did I define all
key terms in the title, research questions, and instruments? Are all definitions clear and not vague? Are there any terms that are too obvious and don’t need defining? Show it to your adviser or peer. If they’re confused by a term, it needs work. Do Don’tUse operational definitionsCopy-paste dictionary entriesBe concise but clearUse vague
languageFollow formatting rulesOver-define everythingInclude only research-relevant termsDefine obvious words like “student”, “class”, etc. TL;DR - Summary Table StepWhat to Dolldentify all key terms (title, questions, tools, variables)2Use operational definitions (how YOU use the term)3Use alphabetical list or paragraph format4Add time,
population, scale, units if needed5Define acronyms, abbreviations, and tools6Translate and define local/cultural terms7Cite source if using conceptual definitions8Match definition usage in all chapters9Avoid over-defining basic/common terms10Review with adviser or peer Quick-hit guide for crafting clear, effective, and research-ready definitions. 1.
Clear Tip: Avoid jargon unless it’s fully explained. Don’t assume your reader knows niche terms, even if they’re common in your field. Break down complex ideas into simple, understandable language. Example:Instead of saying: “This study measures social capital.”Write: “Social capital, in this study, refers to the level of interpersonal trust, shared
norms, and support networks among community members, as measured by the Social Capital Index.” 2. Contextual Tip: Define the term as it is used in your study, not just what it means generally. Use operational definitions — how the concept is measured, observed, or applied in your research setting. Include tools, instruments, timeframes, or
populations involved. Example: “Academic performance refers to the students’ final general weighted average (GWA) in Mathematics and English subjects for the SY 2024-2025.” 3. Relevant Tip: Only include terms that matter to your study. Prioritize variables, key constructs, and terms from your research title, questions, and objectives. Don’t define
everyday words unless they’re used in a unique way. Example: Define: “Motivation,” “Resilience,” “Dropout Rate” Avoid defining: “Teacher,” “School,” “Student” — unless you’'re using these terms in a specialized way. 4. Consistent Tip: Use the same definitions across your entire thesis. Your definition in Chapter 1 should align with how the term
appears in: Theoretical Framework Methodology (e.g., survey or instrument) Results/Analysis If you revise your tool or framework later, update this section to match. Tip: Create a keyword list at the start of your research to keep terms unified from proposal to defense. 5. Format-Ready Tip: Follow your school’s format guidelines (APA, MLA, CMS,
etc.) Use the required font, spacing, punctuation, and structure (bold, italics, or underlining of terms). If definitions require citations (e.g., constructs from psychology), apply proper referencing. Example (APA Style): Self-efficacy refers to a person’s belief in their ability to succeed in specific situations or accomplish a task (Bandura, 1997). Tip: Use
alphabetical order and bullet formatting for cleaner presentation (unless your school prefers paragraph format). Writing the Definition of Terms section seems simple, but small mistakes can lead to major confusion in your research. This section must be precise, consistent, and relevant to your study. Below is a breakdown of common mistakes and
why you should avoid them: Mistake Why It’s a ProblemCopy-pasting dictionary definitionsDictionary meanings are often too general and do not reflect how you're specifically using the term in your study. It weakens the research context.Overloading with basic or obvious termsIncluding simple or universally understood words (like “student” or
“education”) can distract from the important variables and clutter the section.Being too vague or abstractIf you don’t clearly show what you mean by a term (especially constructs like “performance” or “motivation”), your readers won’t understand your research scope.Skipping acronyms, technical, or local termsFailing to define field-specific jargon,
acronyms (e.g., ICT, GAD), or local terms makes your thesis harder to follow for broader audiences.Defining terms inconsistentlyUsing different definitions for the same term across chapters or tools (like surveys) breaks logical flow and reduces reliability.Using circular definitionsDefining a term using the same word (e.g., “Academic success is being
academically successful”) doesn’t provide clarity or context.Not citing scholarly definitionsIf a term is grounded in theory or attributed to a scholar (like Bandura’s self-efficacy), skipping citation weakens your theoretical support.Too long or unfocused definitionsLong-winded explanations blur the meaning. Readers should grasp the term’s use in 1-2
clear sentences tied to your variables.Not updating definitions after editing the researchWhen your tools, population, or variables change and the Definition of Terms stays outdated, it creates inconsistency and confusion. Many students and researchers struggle with writing the Definition of Terms section effectively. These aren’t just grammar issues,
they’re structural problems that can weaken your entire study. Here’s a breakdown of what often goes wrong: A Problem[] What It Means / Why It’s a ProblemToo few termsYou didn’t define enough. Readers may get confused when technical, field-specific, or contextual terms are left unexplained. It creates ambiguity.Too many unnecessary
termsIncluding basic terms like “teacher,” “school,” or “student” that are already well understood wastes space and makes the section bloated. Only define what’s central to your variables.Misaligned definitionsYour definition of a term doesn’t match how it’s used in your instrument, survey, or framework. This weakens the credibility of your
methodology and can mislead your data interpretation.Undefined constructsAbstract concepts like “resilience,” “well-being,” or “engagement” are often central to the study but left undefined. Without a clear definition, they’re impossible to measure accurately.No operational contextYou mention a term but don’t say how it works in your study. For
example, saying “motivation” is important but not defining how you’ll measure it (e.g., through a specific scale or score).Outdated or inconsistent definitionsYou edited parts of your study but forgot to revise your Definition of Terms. Now your terms don’t match your updated variables, scope, or instruments.Not consulting your theoretical
frameworkWhen your definitions don’t align with your chosen theory or model, it creates a disconnect between your conceptual and operational components.Too general or copied from sourcesDefinitions that are generic or straight from dictionaries don’t reflect your unique study context. This is especially weak in graduate-level or professional
research.Poor formatting or organizationDefinitions are scattered, inconsistent in format, or missing key parts (like units, timeframe, population). This makes the section hard to navigate or understand. Study Title: “The Impact of Social Media Engagement on Academic Motivation among Senior High School Students in Metro Manila” Definitions
(Alphabetical Format) Academic Motivation - In this study, academic motivation refers to the internal drive and persistence of students to complete academic tasks, measured using the Academic Motivation Scale (AMS) during the 2024-2025 school year. Facebook Usage - The frequency and duration of Facebook activity, including likes, shares, and
comments, as self-reported by the participants in the Media Behavior Survey. Senior High School Students - Grade 11 and Grade 12 students enrolled in public high schools within Metro Manila during SY 2024-2025. Social Media Engagement - The level of interaction students have with social media platforms (e.g., liking, sharing, commenting, and
posting), based on their responses to the adapted Social Media Activity Log (SMAL). Breakdown of the Sample (What Makes It Work) ElementWhy It’s GoodAlphabetical formatEasy to scanOperational contextIncludes tools, time frame, and populationRelevant terms onlyAll terms connect directly to variablesConsistent structureEach starts with a
capitalized bolded term, followed by a clear definition Should I include obvious terms like “student” or “class”? Only if those terms have a specific or non-standard meaning in your study, if “student” refers only to senior high STEM students in your context, then define it. Otherwise, skip basic terms that don’t need clarification. Can I use dictionary
definitions? You can reference a dictionary to understand a term conceptually, but don’t rely on it for your research. Use operational definitions, describe how the term works or is measured in your study. How many terms should I define? There’s no fixed number, but you should define all key variables, constructs, and instruments mentioned in your
title, research questions, objectives, hypotheses, or conceptual framework. Should I cite sources for my definitions? Yes, especially for abstract constructs (e.g., “grit,” “burnout,” or “well-being”). Cite scholarly sources briefly to show that your definitions are grounded in theory, then explain how you’'re using them in your context. Where should I put
the Definition of Terms section? Usually in Chapter 1 of your thesis or research paper, often after the Scope and Delimitations or Significance of the Study section. What if I change a variable later in the research? Update your Definition of Terms immediately. It should always match your variables, tools, and framework, especially before final
submission. Is there a preferred format? Most institutions recommend an alphabetical list with terms bolded or italicized, followed by a short, clear definition. Check your school’s manual (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) for specifics. Do I include terms used only in the literature review? No, only include terms that are directly used in your own study,
especially those found in your research questions, instruments, and data analysis. Should I define acronyms? Yes. Always spell out acronyms the first time you use them and define them in this section if they’re used repeatedly or carry specific meaning in your study. Can I reuse this section for future papers or studies? Only if your variables and
context stay the same. Every Definition of Terms section should be custom-tailored to the research it supports. Writing the Definition of Terms isn’t just a formality; it sets the stage for your entire study. A clear, well-written definitions section: Eliminates reader confusion Strengthens your methodology Shows academic precision Connects your
theoretical and practical components So don’t rush this part. Take the time to define wisely, and your whole research paper will read more professionally and smoothly. Chapter 1 introduces your study, builds its foundation, and guides the entire research direction. Chapter 1 Guide Explore More Research Chapters: Chapter 2 — Literature review,
frameworks, and research gap Chapter 3 — Research design, methods, and instruments Chapter 4 — Presentation and analysis of results Chapter 5 — Conclusions, findings, and recommendations Understand the full structure to confidently write your thesis or research paper. Note: We're not your school’s official research coordinator, but our guides
are designed to support and guide your writing process. Always follow your institution’s specific guidelines and formatting requirements. Share on Facebook Share on Telegram Share on Threads Share on X Information Disclaimer Notice: Philscholar® is an informational platform dedicated to sharing scholarship and grant opportunities. While we
provide guides and articles to assist with admissions and scholarship applications, we do not directly process applications or award scholarships. Users are encouraged to verify all details independently, as information is for reference purposes only. While we strive for accuracy, scholarship criteria, deadlines, and other details may change without
prior notice. For further verification or inquiries, please refer to the official sources provided at the end of the content section. Was this article helpful? Subscribe to get the latest posts sent to your email. A.M. Philscholar® Editorial IHey there! A.M, part of the PhilScholar team. I'm all about helping writers and exploring cool tech stuff. I got into
writing back in school, and now I'm here, diving into different topics and sharing what I learn. At PhilScholar, I write about writing tips, cool tools, and how technology is changing education. But that’s not all! I also keep an eye out for scholarship opportunities, because I believe everyone should have a chance to reach their academic goals.
Philscholar® is a registered trademark with Registration No.: 4/2024/00503710. All original content created by Philscholar® is copyrighted. Third-party content is used with permission or citation and remains their property. — 2022 - 2024 © PhilScholar® Share on Facebook Share on X Share on LinkedIn Share on WhatsApp This paper provides
guidelines for writing the Definition of Terms section in the first chapter of a thesis. It distinguishes between two types of definitions: conceptual, which refers to dictionary or encyclopedic meanings, and operational, which pertains to how terms are used specifically within the context of the research. The terms should be presented alphabetically and
defined either lexically or operationally, depending on the academic institution's guidelines. Lesson 21: Definition of TermsTermsA word or phrase used to describe a thing or to express concept, especially In a particular kind of language or branch of study.Guidelines in defining terms:1.  Definition of terms works like a glossary but have a different
twist. It is placed on the beginning of the research paper to tell the meaning of the terms used in the said paper.2.  Only terms, words, or phrases which have special or unique meanings in the study are defined.3. There are two types of definition of terms. Conceptual and Operational Terms.Theoretical Definition are based be taken from
encyclopedias, books, magazines and newspaper article, dictionaries, and other publications but the researcher must acknowledge his/her sources.Conceptual Definition are based on how the researcher may develop his own definition from the characteristics of the term define.4. The term should be arranged alphabetically.5. When the definition
are taken from encyclopedias, books, magazine and newspaper articles, dictionaries and other publications, the researcher must acknowledge his sources.Example:Definition of termsTheoretical DefinitionKnowledge - the fact or condition of knowing something with familiarity gained through experience or association.Conceptual DefinitionKnowledge
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defines definition as “the meaning of a word, phrase or other term” Definitions can be categorized into to specific classifications: Intensional definitions and extensional definitions. Intensional definitions refer to those that attempt to give essence to a term, whereas extensional definitions are those that proceed by listing the objects described by the
term. Another form of definition that you might come across is ostensive definitions, there are the definitions that convey the meaning of a term by pointing out examples. It is possible for a term to have more than one meaning, requiring it to have multiple definitions. Today, a definition refers to something, most typically expressed in words, aligned
to a meaning of a word or a selection of words. The word (or the collection of words) that needs to be defined is known as the definiendum and the words that define it is known as the definiens. It is important to note, however, that the definiens is not the meaning of the defined word, but rather is something the conveys an identical meaning as that
word. There are several sub-types of definitions, often times they will be specific to a particular field of study or expertise. Such as, lexical definitions (or, the types of definitions you see in a dictionary), demonstrative definitions (or, those that define something through example), and precising definitions (or, those that lessen the vagueness of a word
in some special way.) What Kinds of Definitions Exist? In language, particularly in English, a word might have multiple meanings and multiple phrases might be used to describe the same idea or concept. As we converse with others, it is important to clearly understand what the people around you are talking about - the same rule can be applied to
your writing. When your word selection can have multiple meanings, you might find yourself needing to write an extended definition that doesn’t necessarily define the word you are using, but rather explains the concept or idea of it, and can prove to your audience why it’s important that they follow the same train of thought as yourself. Simply put, a
definition is part fact and part opinion. An extended definition can be crafted from a logical definition, or a notional definition. It follows this formula. Definiendum = genus + differentia The term or idea that you are attempting to describe is known as the definiendum. The genus refers to the specific class or category that the definiendum is connected
to. The differentia, on the other hand, refers to the set of characteristics that separates the definiendum from other elements in its class. If you are unable to state your logical definition clearly and concisely in your essay, you should still have a clear understanding of it. This is necessary in order to prevent your idea from inadvertently shifting to an
alternate meaning, and so that your audience can easily craft the logical definition based on what you are writing. Unless you are completely confident in your audience’s ability to grasp your intended meaning, you should always state the logical definition outright at the start of your essay. There are a number of cautionary tips that you should
observe whenever you are trying to pen a logical definition. For starters, do not create a circular definition, more specifically, don’t define a word in terms of itself. For example: Athleticism is the art of being athletic. Definitions created using metaphors are not logical either. In an extended definition, the logical definition needs to be elaborated
using various methods, each of which should clearly convey meaning to your readers. You are responsible for deciding which method you use, and in what manner. Remember to take into consideration what it is exactly that you are defining, along with what information you believe that your reader’s already know and what they might need further
proof or convincing of. If you feel that they will be completely in the dark, or unfamiliar with a particular concept or definition, you will need to consider the best method to explain things to them without further complicating the matter, or creating confusion. Be as clear about the use or purpose of the definition as you can be. Why do you feel that it is
necessary for the reader to share your idea? Given that differentia is typically a component of a logical definition requiring further clarification, you should focus on developing it through comparison and contrast. You might decide to develop your contrasts through the use of examples. Most often, you will find greater success with one or two well-
written examples if you are able to connect them to explanations as to why one example belongs inside the idea that you are defining, and the other on the outside. For example, if you are defining domestic dogs, you might choose to explain why a St Bernard is a domestic dog, why a Wolf is not. They are both members of the canine genus. If you are
not able to find a tangible example, you could try to create a hypothetical one, so long as you make it clear to your reader that it is not real. Demonstrate, using the same technique, how your idea differs from other ideas that might, for one reason or another, be confused with it. Try to find tests or experiments that can be used to determine why
exactly it is that something falls into a certain category or concept - this is called operational definition. When you do, make sure you explain why you chose that specific test and how it works. Make the idea easier to grasp by explaining its various parts, elements, subtypes, etc. Use cause and effect to place the idea in relation to other ideas. For
example, where does the domestic dog come from? What caused dogs to become domesticated? How does your belief of a domestic dog differ from other domestic pets? How is the idea of fantasy related to the idea of reality? Explain why and how value is part of the idea or concept. Take into account the common example of art - what defines art?
Why do so many people feel that something is not art unless it is high quality and meets their personal preferences? Whatever method you choose to develop your definition is entirely up to you. There is no single right or wrong way. Typically, a combination of methods will net the greatest result. In any event, you need to ensure that you are writing
clearly and concisely so that anyone reading your work will understand the idea that you are defining. *EduBirdie as a Premium Partner was chosen among 50+ writing services by our Customer Satisfaction Team. One section that is often required in a dissertation is the “Definitions of Terms.” This section outlines the key concepts and factors
explored in this study, explaining how these elements will shape the research. The “Definitions of Terms” ensures that your readers will understand the components of your study in the way that you will be presenting them, because often your readers may have their own understanding of the terms, or not be familiar with them at all. In this section,
you provide a list of terms and define each of them that you will use throughout the dissertation. Seems simple enough, right? But how do you know which terms to define and which ones to leave out? Include and define terms that are crucial to your study or frequently used throughout the dissertation but may not be common knowledge. You also
want to include terms that have a unique meaning within the scope of your study. You do not need to include terms that most, if not all, of your readers will understand without having definitions provided. For instance, you likely don’t need to define ‘leadership’ in your ‘Definitions of Terms,’ but ‘laissez-faire leadership’ would be a good term to
include. However, if your study is about leadership, then it may be beneficial to the understanding of your readers to define leadership based on how you are using it within your study. Things like success or achievement may need definition as well, if you are using them within your study, as the readers will need to know what measures or markers of
success or achievement that you will focus on within your study. For more information on “Definitions of Terms,” including what information to include within the definitions, check out our other blog: How to Write Your Definitions. Need help conducting your analysis? Leverage our 30+ years of experience and low-cost same-day service to complete
your results today! Schedule now using the calendar below. Research studies usually include terms that must be carefully and precisely defined, so that others know exactly what has been done and there are no ambiguities. Two types of definitions can be given: conceptual definitions and operational definitions. Loosely speaking, a conceptual
definition explains what to measure or observe (what a word or a term means for your study), and an operational definitions defines exactly how to measure or observe it. For example, in a study of stress in students during a university semester. A conceptual definition would describe what is meant by ‘stress.” An operational definition would describe
how the ‘stress’ would be measured. Definition 2.1 (Conceptual definition) A conceptual definition articulates what exactly is to be measured or observed in a study. Definition 2.2 (Operational definition) An operational definition articulates how to capture (identify, create, measure, assess etc.) the value. Sometimes the definitions themselves aren’t
important, provided a clear definition is given. Sometimes, commonly-accepted definitions exist, so should be used unless there is a good reason to use a different definition (for example, in criminal law, an ‘adult’ in Australia is someone aged 18 or over). Sometimes, a commonly-accepted definition does not exist, so the definition being used should be
clearly articulated. Example 2.2 (Operational and conceptual definitions) Players and fans have become more aware of concussions and head injuries in sport. A Conference on concussion in sport developed this conceptual definition (McCrory et al. 2013): Concussion is a brain injury and is defined as a complex pathophysiological process affecting the
brain, induced by biomechanical forces. Several common features that incorporate clinical, pathologic and biomechanical injury constructs that may be utilised in defining the nature of a concussive head injury include: Concussion may be caused either by a direct blow to the head, face, neck or elsewhere on the body with an “impulsive” force
transmitted to the head. Concussion typically results in the rapid onset of short-lived impairment of neurological function that resolves spontaneously. However, in some cases, symptoms and signs may evolve over a number of minutes to hours. Concussion may result in neuropathological changes, but the acute clinical symptoms largely reflect a
functional disturbance rather than a structural injury and, as such, no abnormality is seen on standard structural neuroimaging studies. Concussion results in a graded set of clinical symptoms that may or may not involve loss of consciousness. Resolution of the clinical and cognitive symptoms typically follows a sequential course. However, it is
important to note that in some cases symptoms may be prolonged. While this is all helpful... it does not explain how to identify a player with concussion during a game. Rugby decided on this operational definition (Raftery et al. 2016): ... a concussion applies with any of the following: The presence, pitch side, of any Criteria Set 1 signs or symptoms
(table 1)... [Note: This table includes symptoms such as ‘convulsion,’ ‘clearly dazed,’ etc.]; An abnormal post game, same day assessment...; An abnormal 36-48 h assessment...; The presence of clinical suspicion by the treating doctor at any time... Example 2.3 (Operational and conceptual definitions) Consider a study requiring water temperature to
be measured. An operational definition would explain how the temperature is measured: the thermometer type, how the thermometer was positioned, how long was it left in the water, and so on. In contrast, a conceptual definition might describe the scientific definition of temperature. Example 2.4 (Operational definitions) Consider a study measuring
stress in first-year university students. Stress cannot be measured directly, but could be assessed using a survey (like the Perceived Stress Scale (PSS) (Cohen et al. 1983)). The operational definition of stress is the score on the ten-question PSS. Other means of measuring stress are also possible (such as heart rate or blood pressure). All of these have
advantages and disadvantages. Think 2.1 (Definitions) Define a ‘smoker.” Cohen S, Kamarck T, Mermelstein R. A global measure of perceived stress. Journal of health and social behavior. 1983;385-96. Fayet-Moore F, Peters V, McConnell A, Petocz P, Eldridge AL. Weekday snacking prevalence, frequency, and energy contribution have increased while
foods consumed during snacking have shifted among Australian children and adolescents: 1995, 2007 and 2011-12 National Nutrition Surveys. Nutrition Journal. 2017;16(65):1-4. Levine RV. The pace of life. American Scientist. 1990;450-9. McCrory P, Meeuwisse WH, Aubry M, Cantu B, Dvordk J, Echemendia R], et al. Consensus statement on
concussion in sport: The 4th International Conference on Concussion in Sport held in Zurich, November 2012. British Journal of Sports Medicine [Internet]. British Association of Sport; Exercise Medicine; 2013;47(5):250-8. Available from: . Meline T. Selecting studies for systematic review: Inclusion and exclusion criteria. Contemporary Issues in
Communication Science and Disorders. 2006;33:21-7. Raftery M, Kemp S, Patricios J, Makdissi M, Decq P. It is time to give concussion an operational definition: A 3-step process to diagnose (or rule out) concussion within 48 h of injury: World Rugby guideline. British Journal of Sports Medicine [Internet]. British Association of Sport; Exercise
Medicine; 2016;50(11):642-3. Available from: .
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